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Note of last Councillors' Forum meeting
	Title:


	Councillors' Forum

	Date:


	Thursday 12 June 2014

	Venue:
	Westminster Suite, 8th Floor, Local Government House, Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ

	
	


Attendance
An attendance list is attached as Appendix A to this note
	Item
	Decisions and actions
	Action


<AI1>

	1 
	Paul Kissack- Director of Children's Social Care Policy, Department for Education

 
	

	
	Paul Kissack, Director of Children’s Social Care Policy at the Department for Education, attended Councillors’ Forum in place of Edward Timpson MP who was unavailable. Sir Merrick welcomed Paul Kissack to provide an update on the Department’s Innovation Programme, adoption reforms and the Julian Le Grand review of children’s services.
 
Mr Kissack outlined the key aim of the Innovation Programme; to fundamentally rethink core aspects of children’s social care. The programme is a break from past innovation schemes, where central government would dictate and set the parameters of what they wanted councils to do. The Innovation programme instead would retain an open-mind on local authority initiatives. The programme has £30 million of funding this year, with good prospects for future funding. Ministerial support for the programme and their appetite for receiving ideas from local government is strong.
 
Mr Kissack updated on the consultation on commissioning to third parties in children’s services. The proposals will grant freedoms for councils to delegate to a third party and seek partnerships that will drive improvement. Statutory duties and accountability will not be removed from councils.
 
The Le Grand review will consider the capacity for improvement in children’s social care including partnerships with the private sector or other councils. There have been a number of positive examples where local authorities have partnered with another authority, such as with Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, but options for this type of arrangement are currently limited. The Department for Education is looking at how this can be taken further and the work is currently out for tender.
 
Members discussed:
         More effective early intervention
         A more holistic approach to children’s services
         Giving councils the freedom to progress their children’s services from adequate to excellent. 
  

	


</AI1>

<AI2>

	2 
	Carey Oppenheim- Chief Executive, Early Intervention Foundation

 
	

	
	Sir Merrick welcomed Carey Oppenheim, Chief executive- Early Intervention Foundation (EIF), and invited her to address members on early intervention and the role of the Foundation.
 
Ms Oppenheim thanked the LGA for their continued support and proceeded to outline;
 
         The challenge and the case for early intervention.
         The background and role of the EIF, to; Assess, advise and advocate.
         How the EIF can assist councils through their pioneering places programme.
         Examples of successful local approaches.
         Future steps and what is required to achieve change.
 
Members discussed:
        Cultural issues and demographic pressures on children’s services.
· The cross-party support for Early Intervention.
· The crucial role of Workforce in this area and how councils are increasingly looking at multi-disciplinary teams around the family.
 
Ms Oppenheim highlighted the LGA as having an important role in catalysing local and national leadership and asked the organisation to assist in this area moving forward. 
 
 

	


</AI2>

<AI3>

	3 
	Chairman's Update- May 2014

 
	

	
	Members noted and accepted the Chairman’s report.

	


</AI3>

<AI4>

	4 
	LGA Board & Panel Chair's Reports

 
	

	
	Members noted the updates from each of the LGA Board Chairs.

	


</AI4>

<AI5>

	a) Children & Young People Board- Councillor David Simmonds


	


</AI5>

<AI6>

	b) City Regions Board - Sir Richard Leese CBE


	


</AI6>

<AI7>

	c) Community Wellbeing Board- Councillor Katie Hall


	


</AI7>

<AI8>

	d) Culture, Tourism & Sport Board- Councillor Flick Rea MBE


	


</AI8>

<AI9>

	e) Economy & Transport Board- Councillor Peter Box CBE


	


</AI9>

<AI10>

	f) Environment & Housing Board- Councillor Mike Jones


	


</AI10>

<AI11>

	g) European & International Board- Councillor Clarence Barrett


	


</AI11>

<AI12>

	h) Improvement & Innovation Board- Councillor Peter Fleming


	


</AI12>

<AI13>

	i) People and Places Board- Councillor David Hodge


	


</AI13>

<AI14>

	j) Safer & Stronger Communities Board- Councillor Ann Lucas OBE


	


</AI14>

<AI15>

	k) Workforce Board- Councillor Jim McMahon


	


</AI15>

<AI16>

	l) Finance Panel- Councillor Sharon Taylor


	


</AI16>

<AI17>

	5 
	Digest of the Last Meeting

 
	

	
	Members noted the digest from the last meeting.

	


</AI17>

<TRAILER_SECTION>

Appendix A -Attendance 

	Position/Role
	Councillor
	Authority

	
	
	

	Chairman
	 Cllr Sir Merrick Cockell
	Kensington and Chelsea Royal Borough Council


	Vice-Chairman
	 
	


	Deputy-chairman
	 
	


	Members
	 Cllr Paul Bettison
	Bracknell Forest Borough Council

	
	Cllr Martin Tett
	Buckinghamshire County Council

	
	Cllr Mike Jones
	Cheshire West and Chester Council

	
	Cllr Roger Phillips
	Herefordshire Council

	
	Cllr David Simmonds
	Hillingdon London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Marco Cereste
	Peterborough City Council

	
	Cllr Gary Porter
	South Holland District Council

	
	Cllr Kay Hammond
	Surrey County Council

	
	Cllr Gordon Keymer CBE
	Tandridge District Council

	
	Cllr Louise Goldsmith
	West Sussex County Council

	
	Cllr Melvyn Caplan
	Westminster City Council

	
	Cllr Caitlin Bisknell
	High Peak Borough Council

	
	Cllr Eion Watts
	Bolsover District Council

	
	Cllr John Bevan
	Haringey Council

	
	Mayor Sir Steve Bullock
	Lewisham London Borough Council

	
	Mayor Jules Pipe
	Hackney London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Ian Swithenbank CBE
	Northumberland Council

	
	Cllr Jim McMahon
	Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Sue Murphy
	Manchester City Council

	
	Cllr Mrs Linda Thomas
	Bolton Council

	
	Cllr John Joyce
	Cheshire Fire Authority

	
	Cllr Simon Blackburn
	Blackpool Council

	
	Cllr Colin Lloyd
	Crawley Borough Council

	
	Cllr David Phillips
	Swansea City and County Council

	
	Cllr David Sparks OBE
	Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Mrs Ann Lucas OBE
	Coventry City Council

	
	Cllr Sue Woodward
	Staffordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Roger Lawrence
	Wolverhampton City Council

	
	Cllr James Alexander
	City of York Council

	
	Cllr Peter Box CBE
	Wakefield Metropolitan District Council

	
	Cllr Nicholas Crofts
	Liverpool City Council

	
	Cllr Amy Cross
	Blackpool Council

	
	Cllr Helen Holland
	Bristol City Council

	
	Cllr Keith House
	Hampshire County Council

	
	Cllr Jeremy Hilton
	Gloucestershire County Council

	
	Cllr Howard Sykes
	Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Paul Cullen
	Richmondshire District Council

	
	Cllr Norman Bradbury
	Wigan Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Mrs Pauline Dee
	Shropshire Council

	
	Cllr Chris Townsend
	Mole Valley District Council

	
	Cllr Julian German
	Cornwall Council


	Apologies
	 Sir Richard Leese CBE
	Manchester City Council


	In Attendance
	Lord Heseltine
	

	
	Greg Clarke MP

	

	
	Paul Kissack 
	

	
	Carey Oppenheim
	


	LGA Officers
	Claire Holloway, Helen Johnston, Joseph Cormack 
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